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     On April 29, 8th graders at New Holstein Middle 
School celebrated Earth Day and Arbor Day by 
participating in projects that would better their planet.  
The projects were developed as part of science class 
taught by Mr. Nate Laabs, but each class was responsible 
for coming up with their own idea.  “They were not 
required to do anything.  I wanted them to take ownership 
and choose their own projects so that they were doing 
something they wanted to do and were not forced to do,” 
said Mr. Laabs.  One of the projects consisted of a class 
doing a plastic bottle campaign.  They made 
announcements at school to educate others, presented to 
other grades about it, and collected plastic bottles around 
school to eventually recycle.  Another class decided to 
clean up the school campus by picking up garbage.  
Another created sidewalk drawings in places where all 
the middle school students would see them in order to 
educate them about the importance of taking care of the 
Earth.  The final class went to Honeymoon Acres in New 
Holstein and asked them to donate a tree to plant on our 
school campus.  All of the classes then ended their project 
with a food party.  New Holstein Middle School would 
like to thank these students for their hard work. 

  ~submitted by Mr. Nate Laabs 
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     The School District of New Holstein announced today that 
William Van Meer was selected as the new District 
Administrator effective July 1, 2011. Mr. Van Meer was selected 
as the individual for this position after several interviews with the 
Board of Education. He was offered a contract by the Board of 
Education on May 23, 2011. 
     William “Bill” Van Meer has worked as the District 
Administrator in the Alma Center – Humbird – Merrillan School 
District since 2009. Mr. Van Meer has served for over fourteen 
years as an administrator in various leadership positions in 
Wisconsin and Illinois School Districts. Bill worked as teacher in 
Grade 5 and a Social Studies teacher in Grades 6 through 8 
before becoming an Elementary and Middle School Principal in 
Streator, Illinois. Bill moved to Monroe, Wisconsin in 2001 to 
continue his educational leadership career as a building 
administrator at the Middle School before becoming the District 
Administrator in the Alma Center – Humbird – Merrillan School 
District.  
     We believe that his various experiences in multiple school 
districts will be helpful in leading the School District of New 
Holstein into the future as we continue to serve the educational 
needs of our students.  We believe that a very smooth leadership 
transition can occur between Interim District Administrator Joe 
Wieser and named District Administrator of Schools William 
“Bill” Van Meer to insure educational stability for the students 
and staff in the School District of New Holstein. 
     Mr. Van Meer obtained his Bachelor’s Degree in Middle 
Level Education from Illinois State University and his Master’s 
Degree in Educational Leadership from Illinois State University 
in Normal, Illinois. He is continuing his educational leadership 
studies in a pre-doctoral program at Cardinal Stritch University in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

  ~submitted by Mr. Joe Wieser 
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     Summer vacation is upon us once again and time to 
get out the balls, bats, pools and yes, the books.  I would 
like to take this time to remind each student to keep up 
their reading skills this summer.  Research has stated that 
reading at least four books during the summer can keep a 
child’s reading ability when they go back to school in fall.   
     One great opportunity to read is to visit the New 
Holstein Public Library which has a great 
Summer Reading Program with 
great activities.  Try to visit the 
library at least once a week 
and check out some great 
books.  Sit down with your 
child and make a list of 
books they would like to 
read and check them out at 
the library.  Another great 
opportunity is to visit 

www.scholastic.com/summer/ and become involved in 
the Summer Reading Challenge.  Students can read, log 
minutes and enter sweepstakes.  There is a section for 
parents to become involved also.  Please check it out and 
see the great opportunity to read and maybe even win 
some prizes.                                        
     So, as we go into summer and get out those bats, balls 
and get ready for swimming, don’t forget to get out those 
books as well.  Have a great summer and don’t forget to 
read! 

  ~submitted by Mrs. Nan Minster 
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New Holstein Elementary School learned 
about Earth Day by “reusing” bags.  Stell’s 
Piggly Wiggly in New Holstein donated 
enough paper grocery bags for the students 
to decorate with special ways to help “save 
the earth”.  We then returned them to the 
store to be reused by the customers. 
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     For Arbor Day, the New Holstein Elementary School 
first graders completed their annual “Tree Trivia 
Contest”.  It is a series of 30 questions they research to 
find the answers about trees and Arbor Day facts.  It is a 
fun activity for the whole family to get involved.  
Everyone who returned the Tree Trivia, received a prize.   

~photos and article submitted by Mrs. Ann Franz 
 

On St. Patrick’s Day, the 
“Leprechauns” came to visit in Mrs. 
Franz’s first grade room & messed up 
the whole room.  They did, however, 
leave coins with special kindness 
messages for each child. 

The Easter Bunny came to visit New 
Holstein Elementary School on April 20th in 
the lunch room.  The “Bunny” gave each 
teacher a special basket to share with their 
students. 

Following our learning about Arbor Day, the New 
Holstein Elementary School first graders had a visit 
from the “Tree Lady”.  Mrs. Kolberg, mom of Claire 
Kolberg, from Mrs. Franz’s room, came to visit & 
share her expertise about nature & especially trees 
and all the good things we get from them.  The 
children had a great time learning more about trees & 
a nice job portraying the tree! 
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     On Thursday, May 12, 2011, the 8th grade students at 
New Holstein Middle School participated in the 2nd 
annual Civil War encampment.   
     Students were split into groups and traveled from tent 
to tent to learn about different aspects of the Civil War 
from local re-enactors.  The stations included:  Women 
and Children, Music and the role of drummer boys, 
Calvary, and Medicine.  Students seemed very interested 
in viewing the artifacts and getting an idea of what life 
was like during the Civil War.  
     After participating in each activity at the various tents, 
students moved onto the track with the  re-enactors to do 
a traditional Civil War broom dance.  Fun was had by all!   
     A special thank-you to Sandy Hauman and her re-
enactment crew for putting in the time to prepare the day.  
I look forward to another fantastic learning day for the 
students next year. 

  ~photos and article submitted by Mrs. Laura Bell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
       
       
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

���	
����

������	
��������������������
��������
�����	�
�����������
����������
����

���	
����������
	��������
����

�������	�������� � �

!��" �� �
��	
��
�#��
	�������	�
�$��
��
��������
����
��
��
%
���������

&�
����	
�������������
	������'(�����	���
)������
���������
��
%
���������



*�
�

          �������    
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
   �
       
       
       
       
       
       
  
 
 
 
 
       
       
       
 
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
  ~submitted by Mrs. Joann Anderson 
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     Brain Breaks are activities designed for students in 
which the students take a quick 1-2 minute break 
participating in a variety of exercises and return to their 
work refreshed and ready to learn. Each exercise is 
designed to get more oxygen and energy to students’ 
brains, improve their focus, and calm their nervous 
systems. The result: increased motivation, cooperation, 
and learning in the classroom.                   �
     Thank you to the New Holstein Optimist Club for 
helping sponsor Brain Breaks at New Holstein 
Elementary School. 

~submitted by Mr. Troy Wusterbarth 
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     New Holstein is a community with many opportunities 
for kids and adults to get active in the summer.  Baseball, 
softball, soccer, kickball, horseshoes, hunting, and fishing 
to name a few.  You may also decide to take a bike ride or 
walk to Kiel and back on the beautiful path along 
highway 57.  The New Holstein Aquatic Center is another 
option and a great one!  The Aquatic Center offers a 
variety of activities and lessons for all ages.  Swimming 
and water exercises are fantastic for your body.  Please 
view the New Holstein Park and Recreation Guide for 
details.  Have a wonderful summer! 

~submitted by Mr. Troy Wusterbarth 
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     The New Holstein FFA and FFA Alumni will be 
sponsoring the third annual Crop and Garden Show on 
Monday, September 26, 2011.  All New Holstein school 
district residents are welcome and encouraged to enter the 
Crop and Garden Show. 
     Participants can enter crops, garden items, floral 
arrangements, canned goods and preserves in over forty 
categories.  Two new contests will be added to the Crop 
and Garden Show in 2011.  A pumpkin contest will be 
held that will provide awards for the largest, smallest and 
most unusual pumpkin.   In addition, a baking contest will 
be held focusing on using dairy products in baked goods.                     
The show will be held at the agriculture classroom in the 
New Holstein High School.   
     For more information on the show, please contact  
Sue Schultz at (920) 849-2145 or dickandsue@ppcws.net.  
As you plant your gardens this spring, please plan to enter 
the harvested results in the 2011 Crop and Garden Show.  

~submitted by Mrs. Sue Schultz�
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�����This year those students working to complete required 
community service hours began, for credit to their 
membership in the National Honors Art Society partnered 
with the Calumet Groundwater Guardians, by painting 
several rain barrels.  Each student was given a rain barrel 
to demonstrate their artistic ability and creativity. The 
students did a fantastic job as each one has its’ own 
uniqueness and will add beauty to the landscape of the 
homeowner. 

 ~photos and article submitted by Mrs. Jan Vergowe & 
Mrs. Sue Roepke 

       
 

     
 
 
 
 
 

       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

     


